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Dan Grosboll
There have recently been some name changes in the program and I am not sure this is the current name.  I will check on Monday if I can’t get ahold of Rod at home this weekend.



 
Outplanting Experiment – A new experiment to measure the 
effectiveness of pretreatments on planting and seeding into prairies 
containing degraded vegetation was undertaken at two sites – the Green 
Diamond site within the Glacial Heritage Preserve and the Morgan 
property.  The experiment is replicated with 6 plots at each site and tests 3 
pretreatments (burning, application of Poast herbicide and a control), on the 
survivorship and growth of plugged and seeded native grasses and forbs.  
We hope the replication across sites will increase our confidence in the 
generality of the results. 
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Golden Paintbrush Outplantings – The experimental outplanting of the 
federally threatened golden paintbrush continued at Glacial Heritage and 
Mima Mounds Natural Area Preserve.  The Nature Conservancy and WA 
Dept. of Natural Resources are working together to determine optimal 
outplanting techniques for this unique member of the prairie.  This is the 
second outplanting of golden paintbrush at these sites. 
 
Proposals for New Work – The Thurston County project submitted several proposals to help fund new projects 
and support on-going efforts.  On the Black River, the development of the Black River Conservation Area Plan 
identified several information gaps that need filling to prioritize conservation actions.  Proposals were submitted 
to survey stream conditions and water quality, determine aspects of salmon usage, map historical and current 
vegetation communities and document avian usage.  For prairie conservation, The Conservancy is very excited 
about the Mima Prairie project that will help conserve lands throughout Mima Prairie.  This project involves a 
significant outreach component that will help private landowners conserve prairies and oak woodlands.  Other 
submitted proposals will help continue restoration at the Glacial Heritage Preserve and continue funding for the 
Quercas y Aves program.  This year Quercas y Aves will include a bluebird translocation, which is a first step 
towards reintroducing other extirpated species.   
 
Rare Species Recovery Project 
 
Recovery Actions in South Sound – A wide range of conservation entities are assisting in the recovery of rare 
prairie species in the South Puget Sound region.  The Conservancy surveyed these entities to summarize the 
efforts completed over the last year and those planned for next year.  It is hoped that this summary will fuel 
additional cooperation on recovery efforts and help identify actions that are needed, but are currently unplanned 
or not supported. 
 
Black River Project 
 
Knotweed Control – The Black, Elk, and Wishkah Rivers were the focus for 
knotweed survey and control.  Working with members of the Chehalis River 
Aquatic Weed Task Force, The Conservancy completed knotweed control efforts 
throughout the Black and Elk Rivers and on upper portions of the Wishkah.  The 
remainder of the Wishkah and hopefully additional rivers will be targets for our 
efforts in 2005.  The crew used a new stem injection method for the application of 
herbicide, which initial monitoring suggests was effective and efficient. 

Eric Delvin and buddy 
Mojo enjoy Black River.

 
Bergquist Property – The Conservancy assisted Capitol Land Trust in their 
application for a $200,000 award by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board.  The 
funds will help purchase a conservation easement on 75-acres.  This property is 
just upstream from Rainbow Valley and features prime salmon habitat.  
 
Worthington Property – The Conservancy purchased a new property along the Black River, just south and 
adjacent to our Black Lake Preserve.  The Worthington Estate property is 65.5 acres and cost $262,000.  The 
property is within the boundary of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge.  The Fish and Wildlife Service will be 
purchasing this property from us, along with the Black Lake Preserve in the near future.  
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